iQ          The Process of Creation in Dasa. Sabitya

this that a rightly performed sacrifice has a definite,
beneficial purpose; it is not merely killing an an&nal
for sacrifice.) The gods in charge of the soul sacrifice
him in the five fires remembering the five resident forms

of Sri Hari. It means that they put the soul into the
hands of the Supreme being.

After the soul undergoes punishment in hell and
reward in heaven for his sins and merits' of the pre-
vious birth, when he is sacrificed into the fire of sky,
the Lord provides him with the sky element that forms
part of his new body; similarly he gets the watery and
the earthly portions too. Along with these he also gets
portions of the wind and the fire elements during the
successive sacrifices. In this way the new body con-
sists of the five gross elements in various proportions
according to the needs of the special species of body,
human or otherwise.

No doubt, the gods in charge earn the reward for
the five kinds of sacrifices they perform on behalf of the
soul. But what about the embodied individual himself?
In the human form there is scope for engaging oneself
in similar sacrifices. For example, whenever one cele-
brates his pr her birthday, it will be most profitable to
think of the good and bad deeds performed during the
year that has elapsed and to lay down those deeds at
the lotus feet of the Creator. This is what is meant
by offering the year itself as oblation. Then, the Lord
will be pleased and He will free the person from the
mundane effects of good and bad deeds.

Every day too, before going to bed, we can show
our gratitude to the Lord indwelling the five fires that
caused the fashioning of our bodies and earn His grace.

The last but not the least thing to remember in
this connection is that the mating of man and woman is
a holy act if viewed in the proper perspective. Marriage
is surely a holy institution.